THANK YOU for downloading Commitment Contract
| created FREE for you.

In return, | ask that you...
(1) Have fun!
(2) Give me credit for my work if you share.
(3) Refer others to my websites www.LikeToRead.com,
www.LikeToWrite.com, and www.Facebook.com/LikeToWrite

| also ask that if you see any editing or content errors
that you let me know
by emailing me at
khaag@liketowrite.com

| hope | can help you in some small way.
Please feel free to email with questions ©

Commitment Contract, © Karen Haag, www.liketoread.com

——————————




Commitment Contracts

| ask students, “What will make reading class work? What rules do we need to establish?” Once we brainstorm
a list, | offer to take all their ideas and write them into a commitment contract. | ask, “Do you trust me to get
your ideas down correctly?” | type what they say and bring the draft back the next day. We revise it as needed.
Then we pledge to uphold the contract. | hang a poster size copy in the classroom.

| run copies for the students like the one below front to back on photocopy paper. | usually can fit 6 boxes on a
page. The contract is handed out at the beginning of class and taken up at the end - repeated daily, as needed.

During class, if a student should forget to follow a procedure, | walk to his/her desk and write No in the
appropriate box in ink. We talk privately about what needs to be done to improve the behavior. If behavior
does not improve, we will write an individualized behavior plan together.

At the end of the period, | ask all students to evaluate their work. Each person writes Yes in each box — unless |
have written no or they think they need to improve. They record something they learned in reading.

The contract serves as a great diary of what we did every day. | don’t have to write daily notes. Parents like the
record. It reinforces the learning and social behavior expectations. | start by using this method everyday. Then |
move towards every other day. If we need a reminder, | return to every day. If the majority of the class
masters the criteria or if instruction changes, we match the commitment contract to the needs. For example,
the contract below works when we’re using Book Clubs.

Commitment Contract for in Reading Workshop

Date ? Date ?
Have notebook and reading ready. Have notebook and reading ready.

Listen with my whole body. Listen with my whole body.

Encourage others to talk. Encourage others to talk.

Talk so everyone can hear. Talk so everyone can hear.

Talk one at a time. Talk one at a time.

Marked what I want to talk about. Marked what I want to talk about.

In reading time, I learned . . . In reading time, I learned . . .

Date ? Date ?
Have notebook and reading ready. Have notebook and reading ready.

Listen with my whole body. Listen with my whole body.

Encourage others to talk. Encourage others to talk.

Talk so everyone can hear. Talk so everyone can hear.

Talk one at a time. Talk one at a time.

Marked what I want to talk about. Marked what I want to talk about.

In reading time, I learned . . . In reading time, I learned . . .
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